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Sarhul festivals which, is kept in February. Some advanced Kha- 

riyns wear the Janao or sacred thread at this festival. The Bisu 

festival kept in March is peculiar to the Khariyas. The names of their 

dances are Kharia, Gena, Lahasud and Thdriyd; and they are more 

energetic in their execution than the Mundas and other Kolarian tribes. 

Their usual stimulant is the rice beer of the country which they prepare 

for themselves. 

Ceremonies for the dead.—The Khariyas of the Lohardaga district 

are a well-to-do and advancing people, and the result is that they have 

acquired a number of customs which did not belong to them originally. 

Thus I believe that formerly they used only to bury their dead, but 

now they have learnt to burn them. The most approved ceremony now 

is as follows :—The body is buried with a vow that it will be burnt 

within a certain time (sometimes as much as two or three years). At 

the time appointed, the body is exhumed and burnt, and the bones 

and ashes are put into an earthen pot and thrown into the chasm 

of any rock in the vicinity of the village or near a river. In such 

cases they believe that the body waits intact for the burning cere¬ 

mony, even though it be for years. These customs refer entirely to 

the Khariyas of the Lohardaga district, little or nothing being known 

about the small and degenerate branches inhabiting the most jungly 

parts of Man’bhum and Sing’bhum, and who are said to be in habits 

and appearance more like the Birhors and Juangs. 

Couplets or ‘ Baits ’ on the coins of Shah Nuru-d-din Jahangir, the son 

of Akbar, collected by Chas. J. Rodgers, M. R. A. S., Associate Mem¬ 

ber, Asiatic Society of Bengal.* 

So far as I can ascertain there are no coins before the time of Akbar 

which bear couplets or baits of Persian poetry. I know only of two 

coins of Akbar which have couplets on them. One of these is a rupee 

struck at Allahabad in the 44th and 45th years of his reign. I have 

seen this rupee also without a year or month. It is said to have been 

struck by Jahangir when in rebellion against his father. The couplet 

runs thus :— 

Obv. al/o j 

Rev. <xlf J 

i. e. ‘ May the coin of Allahabad be always current like the golden 

disk of the sun and the moon in the East and in the West of the world.’ 

* [The translations of the couplets have been supplied by Maulawi Mirza Ashraf 
Ali of the Calcutta Madrasah. Ed.] 



Shah Nuru-d-din Jahangir. 19 1888.] 

The month Aban comes under the first line and the year 44 under 

the second one in one rupee I have. Another one has Far war din month 

and year 45. A third I have has neither year nor month. 

There is a mohur extant, but very rarely met with, of Akbar’s. It 

was struck at Agra towards the latter end of his reign. Mr. Theobald 

of Bedford has one of the 44th ildhi year. I have one of Isfanddrmuz, 

49th year ildhi Mr. Delmerick* edited one of 50th year ildhi, month 

Khurdad, but which he reads il jaids 5.” Now Akbar began to use the 

Ilahi year and Persian months in his 30th year on his coins, and he never 

used the word jalus. This word began to be used by Jahangir (see 

Marsden PI. XL and XLI). Akbar uses ildhi instead of jalus. I have 

seen Mr. Delmerick’s mohur. It reads distinctly <&♦ that is 50. 

The couplet on the mohur is :— 

O'bv. j) t 8^ j&° 

Bev. **2**4 jyj jy^l [) j 

i. e., ‘ The sun of the seal of Akbar Shall is the honour of this gold 

(coin) as long as the earth and the sky is adorned with the luminous sun. 

Struck at Agra. Isfandarmuz—49 Ilahi. ’ 

The mint occupies the lowest line and is no part of the couplet. 

On the reverse the month and year are out of the poetry. 

When Jahangir came to the throne the Amiru-l-Omara composed a 

couplet, which I have seen on round and square rupees struck in Lalior 

and on round rupees of Akbarnagar, Kashmir, and Qandahar. It is 

as follows :— 

Obv. y hjj) lc)) 

Bev. b ^^ j & $ t J 

i. e.,c Shah Nuru-d-din Jahangir, son of Akbar Badshah, has rendered 

the face of gold shining like the sun and the moon.’ 

In the Tuzak-i-Jahangiri we are told that Asaf Khan was ordered 

to make the following couple of baits on large gold coins, one on the 

obverse and one on the reverse :—■ 

Obverse r 
i 

> 

i. e., £ The divine pen has written on (this) gold (coin) in bright 

characters Shah Nuru-d-din Jahangir.’ 

Beverse 
JhA dy^ y^ 

if ujfi 

i. e., 1 The world became illuminated by this coin as by the sun, 

(consequently) Aftdb-i-mamlakat is the date.’ 

* Journal A. S. B. Yol. XLY, Pt. I, 1876, p. 292, and PI. V, fig. 6. 
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Between the lines of the obverse inscription the Kalimali was 

written, while between the lines of the reverse were to come the name 

of the mint and the year of jalus and the Hijri year. These gold coins 

were of 100, 50, 20, and 10 tolahs. I have never seen one, and never 

heard of one being in existence. The words Aftdb-i Mamlalcat give 

the date 1014 A. H., the date of Jahangir’s 1st year. 

The first mention of a Persian month I find on a beantifnl moliur 

(square) of Jahangir’s. The month is A'ban and the year 5. Mint A'gra. 

Obv. 6 ***• cJJ® to 

Rev. ^->1 fclA I •! ^ 

i. e., ‘ In the month of A'ban the shadow of God, Shah Nuru-d-din, 

son of Akbar Shah, stamped this coin at Agra. 1019 A. H., the 5th 

year of jalus* 

This moliur is in my cabinet. Mr. Theobald of Bedford has a 

duplicate. 

Another couplet of the same year has the month Bahman and mint 

Lahor. My coin is a round rupee, several duplicates are known. 

Obv. fcbo jj&y j) & 

Rev. ^9 Jy3 { * | S 

i. e., ‘ In the month of Bahman the gold of Lahor became like the lu¬ 

minous moon, in the reign of Shah Nuru-d-din Jahangir, son of Akbar 

Shah. 1019 A. H., 5th year.’ 

Two square rupees in my cabinet have the month Isfandarmuz of 

the 5th year. The first is of the Agra mint, the second of Lahor, both 

of 1019. 

Obv. fjy. dj A,'CJ & 

Rev. I^1*1^ 

i. e., ‘ In the month of Isfandarmuz the Monarch of the age, Shah 

Jahangir, son of Akbar Shah, has stamped this coin on gold at A'°ra. 

1019 A. H., 5th year.’ 

Obv. f)j3 ^ $ 

Rev. t gLw |4/o' 1*1*) 

i. e., ‘In the month of Isfandarmuz the Monarch of the people, Shah 

Jahangir, son of Akbar Shah, stamped this coin on gold at Lahor. 1019 

A. H., 5th year.’ 

I have two other square rupees of Lahor mintage. The months are 

Tir and Lrdibihisht, the years 6 and 1020. 
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Obv. j)^3. 1) J1-*sLj 

i. e., 1 In the month of Tir the king, the Defender of the faith, Shah 

Jahangir, son of Akbar Shah, stamped this coin on gold at Lahor.’ 

Obv. y)rt *) 

' Rev. ^ jjIA ^boj jjLui^A 

i. e., * In the month of Urdibihisht the Monarch of the age, Shah 

Jahangir, son of Akbar Shah, stamped this coin on gold at Lahor.’ 

One beautiful mohur which is in my cabinet has the monthFarwardin. 

It is of the A'gra mint and the years 6 and 1020. 

Obv. yy *1 

Rev. jlA jyj | *r* 

i. e., ‘ In the month of Farwardin the gold of A'gra became luminous 

like a star by the light of the stamp of Shah Jahangir, son of Akbar 

Shah. 1020 A. H., 6th year.’ 

Thus it will be seen that the names of six of the Persian months 

are here woven into the couplets. I daresay the other six months are 

to be found. These are all I have as yet seen after twenty years of 

search. 

Some of the finest rupees and mohurs of Jahangir have on them the 

following couplet:— 

Obv. 5^ d) | • | A 

Rev. ! ^ d 

i. e., * The king who is the refuge of the world, Shah Nuru-d-din 

Jahangir, son of Akbar Shah, stamped this coin in the city of Agra. 

1018 A. H., 5th year.’ 

This is on a mohur. On a rupee I have the years are 4 and 1017. 

The mint is Agra on both. The following substitutes Kabul for Agra, 

and the years are 6 and 1020. This is in my cabinet. 

Obv. IT* 
*• 

Rev. yy3 *1 

i. e., 1 The king who is the refuge of the world, Shah Nuru-d-din 

Jahangir, son of Akbar Shah, has stamped this coin on gold in the city 

of Kabul. 1020 A. H., 6th year.’ 

A remarkably fine rupee has 

Obv. yy& y& »-£li ^ iih jbcu a* 

Rev. jj&y (•& I ♦ r v 

i. e.j ‘ May the coin of Lahor be current in the world in the name of 

Jahangir Shah, as long as the sky is revolving. 1027 A. H., 13th year.’ 
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A rupee in tlie possession of J. D. Tremlett, Esq., lias the following 

unique couplet. Tlie mint is Labor, and the years are 6 and 1020. 

Obv. jyf ** i * r ♦ 
Rev. 25b»» jjy j *| 

i. e., 1 In the month of Farwardin the gold of Lahor became an 

object of jealousy to the bright moon through the light of the stamp of 

Jahangir Shah, the son of Akbar Shah.’ 1 

Three rupees in my small collection have the following couplet. 

Zarb-i-Ahmadabad comes along with the first line, and Tir 2, Di 5 and 

Agar 5 along with the second, one month and year on each rupee. 

Obv. jj y 

Rev. y$l ciLhL* *• r y3 - d - d jif 

i. e., ‘ The lord of the kingdom, Salim Sliah, Sultan (son of) Akbar 

Shah, put a stamp on gold.’ 

The following is common enough. I have four or five rupees 

with it. 

Obv. cJAL; jt aCvo 

i. e., ‘ Shah Nuru-d-din Jahangir, son of Akbar Sliah, stamped 

the coin through the blessings of God, at Ahmadabad,’ 

My cabinet has only one rupee with the following couplet, without 

a year, the mint is Allahabad. 
c 1 p . 

Obv. <vi j y jy 

Rev. ^ p(i j 

i. e., ‘ May the brightness of the gold and the coin of Allahabad be 

lasting in the name of Jahangir Shah, (son of) Akbar Shall.’ 

The following is also in my cabinet. It is of the Ajmir mint, and 

the years are 9 and-1023. 

c Obv. jj jjj9 ^,1.^ 

Rev, j 

i. e., ‘ The gold coin became the light of the world at Ajmir by the 

light of the name of Jahangir Sliah, (son of) Akbar Shah.’ 

The Qandahar rupees of Jahangir are of two kinds : those with' 

Ilahi years and Persian months, and those with the following :— 

Obv. JjbMS £&* 

Rev. ^iS\ - *l$* ji 

i. e., £ The coin of Qandahar became pleasant through Jahangir Shah 
(son of) Akbar Shah.’ - 
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I have rupees of several years. They are all coarsely but deeply 

cut. A round mohur struck at Ahmadabad is given by Marsden. I 

obtained a similar one for Government last year, but the years were 

different. Marsden’s PI. xli, fig. DCCCLXXI, has 14 and 1028. The 

couplet is as follows :— 
t - t' ■- * *> 

Obv. 
' M 

Rev. o j 

It* 

|♦Ya 

i. e., 1 Oh God, may the coin of Ahmadabad be current in the East 
e 

and the West as long as the world exists. 1028 A. H., year 14.’ 

A small Dehli mohur in my cabinet has this couplet:— 

Obv. j fJ* jj r | 
I , ^ 

Rev. oA* y «i) | ♦ra 

i. e., 1 Jahangir Shah stamped the coin of triumph and victory at 

Dehli through the abundance of the favour of God.’ 

My cabinet furnishes another Ahmadabad rupee of great beauty. 

Years are 12 and 1027. The couplet is :— 

Obv. f) 

Rev. U*^j {* rv \T ***• ' 

i. e., 1 May this gold (coin) be always current in the seven climes 

of the world through the impression of the name of Jahangir Shah, 

the monarch of the world. Stamped at Ahmadabad, 1027, year 12.’ 

I have also a poor one without years and with only portions of the 

couplet on it. 

The town of Mandu in the 12th year of Jahangir, i. e., in 1026 A. H., 

had mohurs struck in it with the following bait, which I fail to ar¬ 

range properly : — 

Obv. 8^ (*^3 j*** i*r 
Rev. 8^° j j\* JjS jbi 1 f 

i. e., 1 May the coin of Mandu through the name of Jahangir, give 

light to the world like the sun and the moon. 1026, year 12.’ 

Ajmir figures largely as a mint in Jahangir’s time. Here is another 

couplet from a mohur of that mint:— 

Obv. A) 

Rev. jiJ\ ^ jyi jfiA ff f • r d 

i. e., “ The king Nuru-d-din Jahangir, son of Akbar Sluih, the 

defender of the faith, stamped this coin on gold at Ajmir, 1025, year 11.’ 
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Some of the most beautiful coins of Jahangir were struck in La¬ 

bor. The following couplet is on several rupees in my cabinet:— 

Obv. {* r <? 

Rev. 2^" 

i. e., 1 May there always be brightness on the face of the coin of Lahor 

through the name of Jahangir Shah, (son of) Akbar. 1029, year 15/ 

I have two rupees of Agra with the following couplet:— 

Obv. 
•• 

Rev. jf 

i. e.y ‘ The face of gold received adornment at A'gra through Jahan¬ 

gir Shah, (son of) Akbar Shah.’ 

The years are 17 and 18, but with the same A. H. 1032. 

This is the couplet which occupies one side of the zodiacal coins 

of Jahangir struck in Agra. There is, however, one exception. The 

mohur with Taurus on it (the full sized one) has the following :— 

j) s/f 

i. e., 1 The coin of A'gra gave adornment to gold through Jahangir 

Shall, (son of) Akbar Shah.’ 

The Ahmadabad zodiacal coins have a somewhat different couplet:— 

jjlj jj 

i. e., ‘ Jahangir Shah, son of Akbar Shah, gave adornment to the 

gold of Ahmadabad.’ 

The couplet on the mohurs and rupees of Nur Jahan, the beautiful 

wife of Jahangir, is well-known. I give it a place in this collection :— 

Obv. jj-J) ^ar-? 

Rev. JJ jy 

i. e., By the order of Jahangir Shah gold received a hundred adorn¬ 

ments through the name of Nurjahan the chief Queen.’ 

My cabinet contains rupees of his struck at Ahmadabad, Patna, 

Lahor, and Agra. A moliui 1 have of hers has on each side a mahvabi 

lozenge, one of which contains *U and the other | *rv 

rr. One line of the couplet occupies the spaces above and 
below the lozenge. 

For the following couplet I am indebted to the author of MtiJch- 

tasar Sair-i-Gulshan-i-Hind, p. 67. It is on a rupee of Burhanpur. 

I have only Ilahi rupees with Persian months of this mint. 
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Obv. alA jjj 

Rev. lir^t $h* 

i. e., e The king Jahangir, son of Akbar Shah, the defender of the 

faith, stamped the coin in the city of Burhanpur.’ 

On the Bacchanalian mohur of Jahangir are two couplets. The 

one along with the enthroned drinking king is as follows :— 

t«>.^ 

i. e.,1 Fates have drawn the picture of his Majesty, the king Jahangir, 

on the coin of gold.’ 

The other side of the coin has the sun in a square in the centre. 

To the right is S <^.x*vo b To the left is f *rr ^♦^■1 

Above is the first line of the following couplet, and below the second 

one:— 

<xlJf j 

<-Jjt jjj J 

i. e., 1 The letters in the word Jahangir and those in Allahu Akbar, 

are equal in number since the first day.’ 

The meaning of this last couplet is that the letters in the word 

Jahangir and those in <GJf have the same numerical value 

in reckoning by the Abjad system. Thus ^ = 3, 8 = 5, I = 1, ^ 50, 

^ = 20, ^ = 10, j = 200. Total 289. Again I = 1, J = 30, J = 

30, * = 5, I = 1, u* = 20, v = 2,j = 200. Total 289. 

The couplet may be freely translated thus :— 

The letters in Jahangir’s name, 

And in that of God the Greatest 

From the first day have one value had, 

And shall have to the latest. 

There is, I suspect, more than one sees on the surface here ;—a sly 

attempt to make himself equal with God, seeing the letters of the name 

of the king and of God were of the same numerical value. This coin 

was struck in Ajmir probably during the time Sir Thomas Roe was 

resident there. Sir Thomas tells ns how Jahangir lived and how, when 

he was very drunk, he could discuss religious subjects. Probably this 

couplet was made for the king by some of his flattering courtiers. As 

the manufacture of TdriJchs has always been a favourite one with poets, 

it need not surprise us that this couplet was made. The poet must 

have known the numerical value of every word. 

I have given above about 30 coin couplets. They are as a rule puro 

poetic rubbish. But they show how the penny-a-liner of the day 

D 
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(I strongly suspect they got more than a penny a line) could patch up 

into a couplet the king’s name and titles, and that of the mint town, 

and sometimes of the month. They show culture of a certain kind, 

though certainly not of a high or elevating order. They are pure ori¬ 

ental flattery. I daresay there are in other collections rupees and 

mohurs bearing other couplets. I have had access to few cabinets other 

than my own, which represents the meagre collection made by me in 

twenty years. 
I wish I could have given figures of the coins. They (the coins) are 

in my opinion better made than those of any other Muhammadan 

country, except perhaps the coins of the early Khalifahs and those of 

Muhammad Tughlaq. As a rule each side of the coin has one line of 

the couplet on it. There was ample room. In some cases, however, 

both the lines come on one side. Even then every letter is perfect. 

It is evident die-sinking and seal-cutting were arts in which the artists 

of Jahangir’s time excelled. 

The couplet went out of fashion on coins in the time of Shah Jahan. 

Aurangzib revived it and Jaliandar Shah and Rafi’u-d-Darajat and 

’Azirn Shah, and Kam Bakhsh and the blind Shah ’Alam used couplets, 

as did the Durranis. 

On a zodiacal rupee of Jahangir, an imprint of which was made by 

General Cunningham at Lucknow in 1840, and which is now in my 

possession I find the following quite new couplet:— 

t • r a j 

i. e., ‘ The gold coin became bright at Fathpur through the light of 

the name of Jahangir Shah, (the son) of Akbar Shah, 1028.’ 

The reverse has under the sign of the zodiac—the goat, Capricornus, 

This coin is in every way remarkable. It is the only zodiacal coin 

struck at Fathpur that I know of. All given in Marsden were struck 

at either Agra or Ahmadabad. It is not a forgery, for the letters, the 

weak point in forgeries, are as beautiful as those on the very best coins 

of Jahangir. 


